HVIP Update 2021
The CT HVIP is concluding its second year as a statewide collaborative. In 2021 the
focus was on growing and strengthening the existing collaborative through legislative
advocacy, networking, our working groups, conference attendance and presentations as
well as moving forward with training and implementation of client tracking software to
better coordinate care for our clients as well as to inform the research into tracking
trends in violence.
A Historic Legislative Victory
In June of 2021, Governor Lamont
signed historic legislation making
Connecticut the first in the nation to
implement guidance from the Biden
Administration to use Medicaid as a tool
to support community gun violence
reduction.
HB5677 AN ACT CONCERNING THE
AVAILABILITY OF VIOLENCE
PREVENTION SERVICES UNDER
MEDICAID makes those Violence Prevention Professionals (VPP) who have been on
the job longer than 6 months and who have completed an intensive training through
national partner the Health Alliance for Violence Intervention (HAVI) eligible to have their
services reimbursed under Medicaid. The Connecticut HVIP Leadership team worked
closely with our legislative partners, stakeholder the Connecticut Hospital Association
and national partners the HAVI and Giffords Law Center to achieve this legislative
victory.
● For news coverage from National Publication, the Trace, click here
● To watch video of HB5677 called to the House floor, click here. Skip ahead to
7:33:35 for this bill.

CT HVIP Members Invited to Inform the CT General
Assembly
Senate Bill 1, Public Act 21-35, which passed during the 2021
legislative session, included language added by Senator
Marilyn Moore (D Bridgeport) establishing a statewide
commission to advise the General Assembly on issues specifically relating to gun
violence prevention. Several members of the CT HVIP Leadership team serve on this
Committee,
Appointed Chair, Andrew Woods, Hartford Communities that Care
● Carl Schiessl, Connecticut Hospital Association
● Leonard Jahad, Connecticut Violence Intervention Program, Inc.
● Ebony Epps, Regional Youth Adult Social Action Partnership
● Dr. James Dodington, Yale New Haven Hospital
● Dr. Kyle Fischer, the Health Alliance for Violence Intervention
● Dr. Charles Johndro, Hartford Hospital
● Dr. David Shapiro, Saint Francis Hospital & Medical Center
● Deborah Davis, Mothers United Against Violence

Bringing together Violence Prevention
Professionals from Around the State
In the Summer of 2021, in order to
strengthen the network of VPPs and build
relationships amongst frontline workers,
Hartford Communities that Care hosted CT
HVIP partner, CT Violence Intervention
Program (CT VIP). Topics ranged from
finding and taking advantage of resources
for clients to self care for interventionists.
This capacity building session was also an opportunity to share best practice updates
from the HAVI as well as training and advocacy opportunities for frontline workers.

Training and Implementing of Penelope Client
Tracking Software
CT HVIP leadership partner Yale New Haven hospital
has implemented and begun using client tracking
software Penelope. The Hartford Care Response
(HCRT) Team at Hartford Communities that care
have also attained the Penelope system and are
training to launch it in 2022. This software, which is
used by several HVIPs across the country, will allow
for easier management of client cases, easier facilitation of follow up services and allow
the research and evaluation working groups more data points to continue tracking and
helping to react to trends in violence

Attending and Presenting at the HAVI National
Conference and Working Group Membership
In September of 2021, CT HVIP members and their
staff participated in the National HAVI conference,
“Forging a New Era of Equity” In addition to the staff
taking part in the sessions offered, members of the
CT HVIP were invited to present on two topics. The
first, convening the CT HVIP Collaborative, and the
second presentation on our journey to bring
Medicaid support for VPPs through the Connecticut Legislature. CT HVIP Director
Andrew Woods participated as a panelist in a discussion titled, “ Equity on the Frontline,
a Conversation with Frontline Workers and Allies. HCRT Lead Intervention Specialist
Larry Johnson has been selected to sit on several workinging groups at the national
level at the HAVI. One, a Frontline Worker Equity group, seeks to advocate for frontline
workers by discussing issues of salary, benefits and self care. Another working group
Mr. Johnson sits on, is a Policing Policy group. This group seeks to define and clarify
policy for the clients in the hospital making sure their rights are protected as they are
being treated for their injuries. Mr. Johnson also sits on a Racial Equity Task Force

A Continued Focus on Training and
Technical Assistance Through the
Brother Carl Hardrick Institute
In December of 2021, members of CT
HVIP frontline agencies attended the
inaugural training of the Brother Carl
Hardrick Institute. Individuals from
Hartford, Bridgeport and New Haven
participated. The training was designed
specifically to identify and strengthen the skill set, knowledge base and network for
those working as professionals in the field of violence intervention (VPPs) and featured
speakers with both local and national profiles. The subjects discussed ranged from
recognizing the signs of trauma in victims and their families, to the importance of self
care for VPPs themselves.
Attending and Presenting at the Connecticut Hospital
Association Conference
In January of 2022, members of the CTHVIP attended this
conference and deliver two presentations. The first titled The CT
HVIP Collaborative and the Gun Violence Intervention and
Prevention Advisory Committee and the second, The Saint Francis
Hospital and Medical Center HVIP.

